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The Second World War brought immense suffering to humanity, claiming the lives of tens of millions

and becoming the deadliest conflict in modern history. Yet alongside destruction and devastation,

it also generated a powerful determination to resist the principal architects of war, occupation,

plunder, racial persecution, and ethnic violence. Across Europe and beyond, resistance movements

initially emerged quietly - through small acts of defiance, clandestine networks, and dissenting

voices operating in secrecy. Over time, these activities evolved into organised and armed resistance,

frequently transcending national borders and fostering international cooperation among resistance

movements. Such moments of defiance deserve to be preserved within historical memory, a task in which

scholarly, educational, and cultural institutions continue to play an indispensable role.

The Museum of the Slovak National Uprising, together with its partners, is pleased
to announce the 2026 international conference Resistance in Time and Memory.
The conference aims to present new research on the formation of resistance
movements in Europe and worldwide during the Second World War, the international
cooperation of resistance organisations, and the significance of preserving
the memory of individuals and events associated with resistance activity.

TOPICS OF YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

shall address (but are not limited to) the following
subjects:

Front-line and Underground Resistance: armed resistance
in Europe and worldwide (1938 - 1945); the emergence of
resistance movements in selected countries; preparations,
organisation, and forms of resistance; the influence

of major powers on resistance movements; transnational
resistance networks and their coordination

Counter—Resistance Policies of Occupying Powers and
Domestic Regimes: propaganda as an instrument of
anti-resistance activity; disinformation; reprisals;
the dismantling of intelligence and communication
networks; violence and survival

The Many Faces of Resistance: art as a form of resistance
(artistic representations of resistance, writers and
artists involved in resistance movements); societies at war
(conformity, dissent, everyday life, women and minorities
in resistance, the involvement of various professions

in resistance activities); lived experiences of war

Resistance Celebrated and Contested: changing
reflections and interpretations of resistance movements
in Europe and worldwide; the role of resistance
narratives in education and public discourse

Resistance as Heritage: memorials and memory
institutions dedicated to resistance movements and their
societal role; various forms of presenting resistance

in museums and heritage institutions;

the legacy of resistance within museums' collections;
future challenges of historical memory; the use of AL
and innovative methodologies in research and education
on resistance

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Please submit an abstract of your proposed paper
(maximum 500 words) in Slovak, Czech, or English
to the following e-mail address:
konferencie.msnp@muzeumsnp.sk

no later than 20 September 2026. Submissions
received after the deadline will not be considered.
Owing to time and capacity constraints, the
organisers reserve the right not to include

a proposed paper in the final conference programme.
For further information, please contact us

at one of the following e-mail addresses:
konferencie.msnp@mnuzeumsnp.sk
tomas.hofirek@muzeumsnp.sk

ORGANISATIONAL INFORMATION

The conference will be held at the Museum of the Slovak
National Uprising (Kapitulskd 23, Banskd Bystrica),
on 10 - 11 November 2026.

Please note that the official languages of the event
are Slovak, Czech, and English, and simultaneous
interpretation will be provided throughout the
conference.

PARTNERS

The partners of the event are the Institute

of Military History, Nation's Memory Institute,
and the Slovak Historical Society at the Slovak
Academy of Sciences.



